RIGHT   HONOURABLE   GENTLEMEN
But this speech did not shoo off Signor Mussolini,
Hostilities began with October. Baldwin contriving
to discern a "lull" (apparently not for the Ethiopians)
decided on a General Election. With Sam Hoare's
noble phrases on their lips, and the delectable person-
ality of Anthony Eden to extol. Government candi-
dates collectively won a great victory. That was in
mid-November. Exactly five weeks later the senior
Conservative mascot had resigned.
What had happened to the man whose words had
inspired Geneva and helped so substantially to win a
General Election? It was decided towards the end of
November that he could be released to carry out his
doctor's orders and take a holiday. He said he was
urged by his colleagues to stay in Paris on his way to
Switzerland. Some at least of his colleagues in the
Cabinet urged him not to pause in his journey. In
Paris he had to discuss the situation with the cunning
Laval, who had earlier in the same year made a com-
pact with Mussolini. To him what mattered was the
security of France against German aggression. He did
not care for the Rule of Law. With Laval controlling
French foreign policy the long-standing charge that
France was interested in the League simply as a means
of permanently subjecting Germany seemed wholly
justified.
So Laval twisted along between the fancied new
security on France's Italian frontier and the ulti-
mate necessity of keeping British friendship. He and
Hoare forgot the fine speeches of September, and
Hoare in particular overlooked what he and his
colleagues had been saying during the General
Election. They forgot that their duty was supposed
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